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The article is devoted to the issue of studying the ways of developing students’
critical thinking skills within pedagogical specialties of master’s educational level in the
content of the discipline «Professional communication in a foreign languagey». It was
found out that the development of future teachers’ critical thinking skills directly depends
on developing their communicative skills in the field of professional activity. It is pointed
out the need to apply an integrated approach (language and professional) in mastering a
foreign language professional communication (the English language), which allows future
teachers to communicate in professional, pedagogical, social and personal spheres of
activity; to develop a critical style of thinking. Its characteristics are flexibility, reflexivity,
awareness of the internal ambiguity of positions and points of view, alternative decisions,
formation the following basic personality traits as sociability, creativity, mobility,
independence, responsibility for the personal choice, decision and the results of the
teachers’ activities.
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Introduction. Wide-range technological development and active social changes in
world society create new conditions and requirements for the functioning of various
educational levels. The native educational system faces a qualitatively new task — the
formation of a comprehensively developed, creative personality, who is able to be acting
flexibly under new social conditions. Realizing life competencies, this personality is
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representing a «new type» of ability to use knowledge actively, appropriately and to
experience in practice. To face the challenges of the global world, today’s young people
must be provided with knowledge, abilities and skills according to the demands of the 21st
century. These skills mean that a person has the ability to collaborate and communicate in
a multiverse society, is able to analyze and to solve problems. Critical thinking can be a
tool for pointing out innovative solutions. So, here is a task for pedagogical higher
institutions to prepare a new generation of teachers who can think critically. Both the
preschool / primary teachers and the secondary school teachers should develop and master
these skills in their pupils.

Analysis of the literature on the research problem. Dr. Peter A. Facione, a
leading authority in critical thinking, claims, «Teach people to make good decisions and
you equip them to improve their own futures and become contributing members of society,
rather than burdens on society. Becoming educated and practicing good judgment does not
absolutely guarantee a life of happiness, virtue, or economic success, but it surely offers a
better chance at those things. And it is clearly better than enduring the consequences of
making bad decisions and better than burdening friends, family, and all the rest of us with
the unwanted and avoidable consequences of those poor choices» (Facione, 2020, p. 1-2).

The analysis of the latest scientific works proved that, in general, the issue of the
development of future teachers’ critical thinking should be investigated comprehensively,
integrating with relevant researches in the field of teacher training (Petryk, 2017). If we
are dealing with foreign language component within teacher training, it is necessary to
take into consideration a lot of issues such as: the peculiarity of foreign language teacher
training (Kotenko & Holovatenko, 2020), effective teaching methods (A. Solomakha,
2019). It should be mentioned the experience of countries which have positive results in
this field (Bulvinska, 2019).

Speaking about students’ critical thinking skills development within pedagogical
specialties of master’s educational level in the content of the discipline «Professional
communication in a foreign language», we stress upon the necessity to form a culture of
dialogical communication creating situations of empathy (Vaskivska, Palamar &

Poriadchenko, 2019), to develop the leader’s quality by means of foreign language tools
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(Sytnyk & Labunets, 2019).

As this research has been taking place in Pedagogical Institute of Borys Grinchenko
Kyiv University, we are orienting to the educational programs for pedagogical specialties
— preschool teacher and primary school teacher (Primary Education, 2018 & Preschool
Education, 2018). The authors — H. Bondarenko, O. Linnik, S. Dubovyk, H. Bielienka, M.
Mashovets, O. Polovina — point to the integral ability. This is the ability to solve complex
problems in the field of primary education and / or in research and innovative activities,
which involves a deep redefining of existing knowledge and creating the new integral one
and / or professional practice.

Developing students’ critical thinking skills within pedagogical specialties of
master’s educational level in the content of the discipline «Professional communication in
a foreign language», the lecturer should take into consideration, that students must apply
their knowledge and skills in future pedagogical activity.

The issues to develop critical thinking in children and young people since the
preschool age are relevant. Note that the outlined aspect is quite debatable, as critical
thinking is a process of analysis, synthesis and justification of the assessment of the
reliability / value of information; the ability to perceive the situation globally, to find
reasons and alternatives; the ability to generate or change their position based on facts and
arguments, correctly apply the results to problems and make informed decisions.

For example, according to the definition, some elements of this process may be
impossible for senior preschool age children. However, if we are talking about the
development of the basic foundations of critical thinking in junior school age children is
quite real.

Dynamic technological development and active social changes in modern Ukrainian
and world society create new conditions and requirements for the functioning of various
educational units. The native educational system faces a qualitatively new task — the
formation of a comprehensively developed, creative personality, who is able to act flexibly
in new social conditions through the prism of life competencies, the development of a

«new type» of ability to actively and appropriately use knowledge and experience in
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practice. Among the reasons for the need to rethink the tasks of educating children with an
emphasis on developing critical thinking there is the rapidity of information, which is
constantly updated, the dynamics of various ideas, subject to constant structural change,
new tasks.

The purpose of the article is to study the ways of developing students’ critical
thinking skills within pedagogical specialties of master’s educational level in the content
of the discipline «Professional communication in a foreign language».

The statement presenting critical thinking and the sample of critical thinker.
According to the qualitative research methodology known as the Delphi Method, critical
thinking (CT) is purposeful, self-regulatory judgment which results in interpretation,
analysis, evaluation, and inference, as well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual,
methodological, criteriological, or contextual considerations upon which that judgment is
based. CT is essential as a tool of inquiry. As such, CT is a liberating force in education
and a powerful resource in one's personal and civic life. While not synonymous with good
thinking, CT is a pervasive and self-rectifying human phenomenon. The ideal critical
thinker is habitually inquisitive, well-informed, trustful of reason, open-minded, flexible,
fairminded in evaluation, honest in facing personal biases, prudent in making judgments,
willing to reconsider, clear about issues, orderly in complex matters, diligent in seeking
relevant information, reasonable in the selection of criteria, focused in inquiry, and
persistent in seeking results which are as precise as the subject and the circumstances of
inquiry permit. Thus, educating good critical thinkers means working toward this ideal. It
combines developing CT skills with nurturing those dispositions which consistently yield
useful insights and which are the basis of a rational and democratic society (Facione, 1990,
1-2).

Modern requirements for master’s training require him/ her to be a fruitful
participant in intercultural communication and have the necessary skills and abilities of
professional, business and situational communication in oral and written forms, to be able
to master the latest professional information through foreign sources. The discipline
«Professional communication in a foreign language», which in the integration with other

academic courses, should provide comprehensive preparation of future teachers, become
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the foundation for further professional improvement of the English language proficiency.

As teaching of the professional English language is practically oriented, its purpose
and content are determined primarily by the communicative, cognitive and professional
needs of primary and preschool teachers. Mastering professional English communication
Is considered to be an acquisition by students of certain skills and abilities, which are
necessary for the future teacher in his / her further research activities. To make the process
successful, the lecturer of the discipline «Professional communication in a foreign
language» should help students of pedagogical specialties to master the foreign language
of professional communication, in particular the set of all language tools used in the
professional sphere of communication.

Developing students’ critical thinking skills is correlating to the tasks of the
discipline. They are following:

e to form students’ general competence — the ability to communicate in both state and
foreign languages orally and in writing;

e to form a professional competence — the pedagogical activity;

e to develop and deepen professionally-oriented and research communicative speech
competencies (discursive, linguistic, sociolinguistic, strategic, pragmatic) to ensure their
effective  communication in the professional and academic environment, and the
application of acquired knowledge in further professional and scientific activities.

Master’s educational level students within pedagogical specialties not only learn to
communicate professionally in the English language, but also develop the skills of critical
thinking of future teachers through English professional communication.

The teaching content of the discipline «Professional communication in a foreign
language» give possibility to apply certain educational technologies as Case Study, E-
Learning, Blended Learning, Flipped Classroom and others. For example, the educational
technology «Development of critical thinking through reading and writing» means
correlation / comparison / verification of information / information retrieval, the result of
which is a professionally correct foreign language communication. All these technologies

have a positive and effective impact on systematizing knowledge of the studied themes,
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expanding lexical vocabulary, improving and enhancing the skills of words usage in the
professional discourse speech. All these items develop critical thinking and creative
abilities of future teachers.

The integrated approach (language and professional) in mastering professional
communication in a foreign language (English) allows the future teacher:

e to learn how to communicate in the English language in professional, pedagogical,
social and personal spheres of activity;

¢ to form a critical style of thinking, which is characterized by openness, flexibility,
reflexivity, awareness of the internal ambiguity of positions and points of view, alternative
decisions;

¢ to develop such basic qualities of personality as sociability, creativity, mobility,
independence, responsibility for own choice and results of personal activity.

Forming skills of professional communication in a foreign language within the
discipline «Professional communication in a foreign language», students of pedagogical
specialties of master’s educational level develop their critical thinking skills by means of
creative cooperation between all participants of educational process.

To develop students’ critical thinking in the process of training, it is important to
apply practice-oriented, research-based task. They are: «Dear students, study the issues of
grant applications for students of pedagogical specialties offered at Borys Grinchenko
Kyiv University; then point out the most interesting grants for you in the leading European
countries; using the basis of the critical analysis you will prepare the individual grant
application offered by Grinchenko Universityy», or «Prepare the presentation of resulting
your master's degree researchy,; «Prepare methodical recommendations how to organize
the educational process in New Ukrainian School; discuss with your group mates; analyze
the most appropriate recommendations », «Take a closer look at the different methods
of professional communication and explain why it’s so important to understand and
master how you communicate in the workplacey ;etc.

Applying the technologies of forming critical thinking skills, the attention is focused
on such components of communicative competence as linguistic, socio-cultural,

discursive, and strategic.
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In order to develop critical thinking in each structural components of the discipline
«Professional communication in a foreign language», the students are proposed to make an
analysis of all what is happening in their professional sphere by means of SWOT-analysis.

It helps students to reflect as future teachers in what position there is Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats of their professional activity. They develop
critical thinking skills of assessing themselves. SWOT-analysis is a critical approach what
the person has got and what are the best advantages in his/her activity. This analysis trains

future teachers to predict/ to reduce or to avoid failure. It helps to understand what

working items should be corrected.

For example, the students task is to analyze the proposed pedagogical situation:

«You are teachers of English in the primary school. You should integrate teaching the

theme Weather in the English language (the point is Language) and in the Ukrainian

language (the point is Nature)». Here is an example of their SWOT-analysis (Table 1).

Table 1

SWOT-analysis of the pedagogical situation

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

e The primary school pupils use the English
language to communicate actively

e The pupils learn new words about weather
and get some knowledge of the Nature.

e The pupils work in pair or in group.

e ClIL-technology provides situations to
improve language and special subject
knowledge.

e Teacher needs time to organize different
interesting activities.

e ClIL-technology is better to use in
cooperating with a special subject teacher.

e It is difficult for pupils to learn the
language.

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS

e The pupils can improve their knowledge
of the Nature.

e \Work in groups and express their
creativity.

e The pupils are involving in other language
and they need to use it.

e The pupils get useful knowledge about
new specific vocabulary.

e The timetable. The lesson goes quickly.

e The teacher has no enough time to pay
attention to all pupils.

e The teacher must know all points of the
specific foreign language level.

e The teacher needs to take into
consideration all different difficulties which
the pupils can have.

Students’ critical thinking skills development within pedagogical specialties of master's educational level
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It should be mentioned, that CLIL-technology means a content and language
integrated learning. It is a way for learning content through an additional language (foreign
or second) or language through some specific content, thus teaching the subject via the
language (Marsh, 1994).

So, in the process of studying the discipline «Professional communication in a
foreign language», students developing their critical thinking skills within pedagogical
specialties of master’s educational level. Each section of the discipline is organized
thematically taking into account the content of the professional activity of the teacher,
takes into account the integrated approach. Its structure and the content cover all the
necessary components that influence upon the formation of foreign language professional
communicative competence and developing students’ critical thinking skills.

Conclusions. Today’s realities in a teacher's professional activity — mobility,
interactivity, collaboration, foreign language communication — require knowledge not just
to communicate in a foreign language at the social level, but the ability to use a foreign
language professionally in pedagogical activities, realizing the skills of critical thinking.
As the subject of Professional Communication in the English Language means the
formation of foreign language communicative skills and development of critical thinking
skills, the content should be planned in the main general areas of professional activity. It is
necessary to design a foreign language environment, to create a motivational atmosphere
for learning a foreign language, to apply effective teaching technologies, to encourage
students in developing critical thinking by means of active professional communication as
guestion-problem tasks, analyzing and synthesizing professional information, reflection. It
should be mentioned that not every thinking skill may be a CT skill. The future teacher

must be competent in this issue.
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Cmamms npucesyena numauHio pO36UMKY HABUYOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCTEHHS CMYyOeHmis
neoaeociynux cneyianvHocmel |y 3micmy oucyuniinu  «llpoghecitine cninkysanus
[HO3eMHOIO MOB6010Y. 3’4C08aHO, WO PO3GUMOK KPUMUYHOSO MUCIEHHA MAuOymHix
neoazozie 6e3nocepedHbO 3anexcams 6i0 PO3BUMK)Y HABUYOK CHIIKYB8AHHA V cepi
npoghecitinoi disnvrocmi. CyuacHi umocu 00 ni020MOGKU mazicmpa nompeoyioms 8io
HbO2O neput 3a 6ce OymMu NAIOHUM YYACHUKOM MINCKYIbMYPHOI KOMYHIKayii i mamu
HeoOXiOHI HABUYKU MA 6MIHHI NPOQECIiliH020, 008020 MA CUMYAMUBHO20 CHIIKYBAHHS 8
VCHIUl 1 NUCbMOSIl hopmax, OYmu CHPOMONCHUMU O080J00IMU HOBIMHBLOIO (HAXOBOIO
iHhopmayieto uepe3 IHO3eMHI Odxcepena, 6Mimu auanisyeamu ma cuHmesysamu ii 3
nOOANbUIUM 3ACMOCYBAHHAM Y cghepi npoeciunoi OisnbHocmi. Akyenmogano yeazy Ha
nompebi 3acmoCy8anHs IHMe2POBAHO20 Ni0X00y (MOBHUU [ ¢haxosuil) 8 ONAHYBAHHI
npogeciiHum  CRIIKYBAHHAM  [HO3EMHOIO  MOB0IK  (AH2NIUCLKOI), WO  00380JI€
MaubymuboMy neoazo2y HAGYUMUCS CRIIKYBAMUCS AHNIUCHLKOI0 MOBOI0 8 Npoghecitino-
neoazo2iuMil, CYCHILbHIN, Ma 0COOUCMICHIU cqhepax OistbHOCII, cghopmysamu KpUmuyHUl Crmuisb
MUCTEHHS, Ol K020 XAPAKMeEPHI  8IOKpUMICMb,  2HYUKICMb,  peqhieKcusHicm,
VCBIOOMIEHHA ~ BHYMPIWHbLOI  Oazamo3HayHocmi — no3uyiti. i MOYOK 30Dy,
AIbMEPHAMUBHOCI NPULUHAMUX PIUeHb, PO36UHYMU Maki 0a308i AKocmi ocobucmocmi
K KOMYHIKabeNbHicmb, KpeamugHicms, MOOIIbHICMb, CAMOCMIUHICMb, 8I0N08I0AIbHICIb
3a enacuuil 6ubip i pezyivmamu o€l OisnbHocmi. Buoxpemneno mexnonoeii, sKi
NO3UMUBHO GNIUBAIOMb HA PO3GUMOK HABUYOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCIEHH CHYOeHmig-
macicmpaumie — neoacociuHux — cneyianvHocmetl.  Jloseoeno, w0 BANCIUBICIND
CNiBBIOHECEeHH s, NOPIBHAHHS, NepesipKa OMpuUmMaHnoi ingpopmayii ado ii nowyx ingopmayii
npu36005ims 00 NPOPeciHo KOPEKMHO20 THULOMOBHO20 CNINIKYB8AHHI, CUCMEMAMU3Yoms
3HAHHS 30 GUBUEHOI0 MEMOI0, PO3ULUPIOIOMb CIOBHUKOBUL 3andc, 800CKOHANIOIOMb md
AKMUBI3yI0mb HABUUKU BHCUBAHHS 8 MOBIEHHI Cli8 NPOoghecitino2o OUCKYPCY, PO3BUBAIOMD
Kpumuune MUCIeHHs ma meopuyi 30i0HoCcmi MatibymHix neoazozis.

Knwuogi cnoesa: aneniiicoka moea, iHO3eMHA M08a, KPUMUYHE MUCTEHHs, HABUYKA,
mazicmepcoKull 0CGIMHIl pigeHb, nedazo2iyHi cneyianbHocmi, Ni020mMo6Ka GUUMeIs.
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Cmamovs nocesaweHa 60NpPOCY paA3BUMuUs HABLIKOE KPUMUUECKO20 MbIULIEHUS Y
CMYOeHmo8  neddazocUHecKux  CHeyuamrbHocmel 8  COOepHCAHUUu  OUCYUNTIUHDL
«lIpogheccuonanvrhoe 0dOWeHUe HA UHOCMPAHHOM S3bIKEY». YcmanoeieHo, 4umo pazeumue
KPUMU4eCcko20 MululieHuss 0yoyuux neoaco208 HANpAMYIO 3A8UCAM OM  PA36UMIUSL
Hasvlko8 obwenus 6 cgepe npogeccuoHanvbHou OesamenbHoCmu. AKYenmuposaHo
BHUMAHUE HA HeoOXOOUMOCMU NPUMEHEHUsT UHMEeSPUPOBAHHO20 N00X00a (A3bIKOBO2O U
npogeccuoHanvbHo2o) 6 061a0eHul NpPoheccUoOHaIbHbIM 00ujeHuemM HA UHOCMPAHHOM
A3bIKe (AHSAUUCKOM), 4mo no3eoisem Oyoyujemy neoazo2y HAy4umvcs ooujamvcs Ha
AHRTIULICKOM S3bIKe 8 NPOopecCUOHAIbHO-Neda202u4eckol, 00uWecmeeHHol U TUYHOCIHOU
cpepax desmenbHOCMU, CHOPMUPOBAMb KPUMUYECKUL CIMULL MbIULLEHU, OJisl KOMOPO20
XApaKmepHvl  OMKPLIMOCHb, 2UOKOCMb, pepeKCusHOCmb, O0CO3HAHUe BHYMPEHHel
MHOSO3HAYHOCIMU NO3UYULL U MOYeK 3PeHUsl, albMEePHAMUSBHOCMU NPUHUMAEMBIX
peutenutl, passums maxue 0az08vlie KAuyecmed JIUYHOCMU, KAK KOMMYHUKAOETbHOCHD,
KPeamusHoCm»,  MOOUTbHOCMb,  CAMOCMOSIMENbHOCb,  OMBEMCMBEHHOCMb  3d
coOCmBeHHbIll 8b1O0p U pe3ylbmamvl cgoell OesimelbHocmu. Buvloenenvt mexnonocuu,
KOMopble NOJONCUMENLHO GNIUSIOM HA PA3BUMUE HABLIKOE KPUMUYECKO20 MbIULIEHUs Y
CMYOeHMOB-MALUCMPAHMOB Neda202UYeCKUX CNeYUATbHOCEIL.

Kntoueswvie cnosa: anenutickuii A3vlK, UHOCMPAHHBLU A3bIK; KPUMUYECKOe MblulLleHUe;
Mazucmepckuli. 0o6pazoeamenvhbili YpOBeHb, HABLIK, Nedacocudeckue CneyuaibHOCmu;
n0020MOo8Ka yyumes.
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