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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY IN
THE CONTEXT OF EUROPEAN PRACTICE

The article deals with the main challenges which the student community and teaching
staff face towards building a European-style university based on the principles of
academic integrity as a component of higher education quality. The basic universal norms,
which should enter into the daily life of the university and ensure the improvement of the
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quality of educational and scientific process, have been considered in the article; the basic
manifestations of academic dishonesty have been highlighted; the experience of the EU
and of France in particular, in implementation of academic integrity principles in the life
and activities of students and teachers has been considered. The main method of
overcoming academic dishonesty by the developed countries has been mentioned. The
respect of academic integrity principles as a component of higher education quality has
been stressed. The current state of the principles of academic integrity implementation in
the Ukrainian university education has been noted. The notion and principles of academic
integrity have been stated. The types of academic dishonesty have been revealed.
Academic integrity as a set of ethical principles and rules defined by the Law of Ukraine
«On Education» has been mentioned in the article. The initiatives taken in the world to
overcome the problem, have been revealed. The chronology of the advances in this field
has been provided in the article. The European Union-funded project on the «Comparison
of policies for academic integrity in higher education across the European Uniony has
been revealed in the article as an important initiative of the EU countries in academic
integrity principles implementation. The aim, the participants and the target group of this
project have been highlighted. It was stressed that the establishment of the principles of
academic integrity is quite a complicated process that involves not only the definition,
fixation, but also the conscious and free adoption of these principles by all members of the
academic community. The presence of goodwill, enlightenment of enthusiasm, confidence
in one’s rightness among adherents of academic integrity, combined with modern
information technologies allow to accelerate this process in time and expand the circle of
ideological supporters of these principles.

Keywords: academic integrity, academic dishonesty, quality of higher education,
plagiarism, academic fraud, students.
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Introduction. Academic integrity is a widely accepted concept in the developed
countries of the modern world. Its generalized nature, on the one hand, allows it to extend
into very diverse domains of academic life, with each actor playing a unique role and
vested with respective rights, responsibilities, and commitments. On the other hand, its
very scope is viewed as a threat in cultures where the academic rules of behaviour are still
unshaped or were lost or destroyed. Ukraine falls into the second category, particularly in
higher education, where due to distorted goals and twisted values the good name of a
student or scholar, the prestige of academia, and institutional reputation have yielded

precedence to rank, and the influence that rank helps to attain. (8).
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Higher education has indeed its own particularities and potential risks, from the
number of students, which has grown over the years, to the competition for resources and
prestige places, which increases pressure on higher education institutions and staff.(1).

Today the quality of higher education is impossible without respect of academic
integrity principles, providing a set of values in learning, teaching, scientific research. In
modern conditions the observance of academic integrity provides for educational
institutions competitive advantages in the educational market, positioning it as the
responsible subject in this field. Throughout the civilized world, academic integrity and
attitudes in the university is also an important factor for international cooperation and the
formation of trust from foreign partners. (Artyukhov & Liuta, 2017, p. 34).

Nowadays the problem of academic integrity as an ethical component of modern
science is actively discussed both by representatives of the national and world academic
community. Academic integrity as a basis of a higher educational institution’s
development was investigated by T. Dobko, V. Banys, B. Buyak, T. Finikov, V.
Turchynovsky, A. Melnychenko, O. Menshov, A. Artyukhov, N. Gapon, R. Belanova etc.
As an educational phenomenon the issue of academic integrity was studied by scientists
M. Gryneva, N. Gapon, D. Zagirnyak, V. Romakin, R. Belanova, O. Traverse, T.
Yaroshenko, A. Syngayivska, O.Tsokur, L.Pivneva, L. Ryzhak, who at various times
explored the general theoretical aspects of the formation of academic integrity in the
European education. However, despite a significant number of publications in this area,
the problem of identifying areas for overcoming the manifestations of academic
dishonesty in higher educational institutions of Ukraine remains relevant.

The purpose of the article is to study the implementation of the principles of
academic integrity in the European countries and in France, in particular.

The notion and principles of academic integrity. In the current state of
development of the Ukrainian university education, the principles of academic integrity
are either perceived as abstract, fashionable, often recalled in words, but not used in
practice, or, at best, as a reason to prohibit students and teachers to use uncontrollably and
irresponsibly others’ thoughts, issuing them for their own, and determine the order of

punishment for plagiarism and copying. In this sense, academic integrity comes down to
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the rules of working with information. This understanding of the problem is too narrow,
since the essence of its solution lies primarily in the worldview-value plane. In the world
practice, the notion of «academic integrity» is used to determine honesty in teaching.
(Artyukhov & Liuta, 2017, p. 35).

Translated from Latin, integer means «perfect, complete, holisticy and the noun
integrity means «perfection, completeness, integrity» of a person’s psychological state,
which is noted by its internal harmony, stability, and consistency of moral character
(Killinger 2010, p. 12). In combination with the connecting adjective academic, as a sign
of belonging of a particular subject or subject to a school or university, learning and
thinking processes, we obtain the category of academic integrity.

The category of academic integrity is noted for its multidimensionality, which means
a combination of both relevant fundamental values, and the mechanisms and tools for their
provision and promotion. The motivational component of multidimensionality includes
student assessment, self-esteem, the functional component is control (student self-
government), self-control (anti-plagiarism software) (Batechko, Durdas, 2019, p. 88-92).
Academic integrity in modern discourse is opposed by the category of academic
dishonesty (academic misconduct, dishonesty), the main manifestations of which are
found in the following activities:

efabrication of data — involves the artificial creation of fictitious data or facts in
support of the provisions proposed by the author in scientific work;

efalsification of data - consists in a conscious change or modification of existing data
to confirm certain scientific conclusions of the researcher;

ebribery in the academic field — an unlawful demand from a certain person for
material or monetary values in exchange for academic gain (for example, a bribe for an
exam or written work);

eacademic sabotage (sabotage) — the commission by a researcher of such actions that
give him the opportunity to obtain an illegitimate academic benefit, or reduce it for other
members of the academic group or community (for example, by delaying the review
process of the author's work to use the results for their own purposes, the destruction of
certain data regarding other competing researchers)
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eprofessorial misconduct;

eacademic fraud (cheating) — this is students’ behaviour when, in the course of
performing educational tasks, they use unauthorized materials, information or other
auxiliary means for personal gain;

eplagiarism — academic behaviour characterized by the following five cumulative
attributes: when a certain person uses words, ideas or labour results belonging to another
specific source or person without indicating references to the source from which it was
borrowed in a situation in which the authorship of the original is legitimately expected in
order to obtain certain benefits, respect, benefits, does not have to be monetary (Satsyk,
2017).

It should be noted that until recently the notion of «academic integrity» was not
reflected in domestic regulatory and legislative acts. For the first time the term «academic
integrity» is mentioned in the Law of Ukraine «On Higher Educationy» as a component of
the internal quality assurance system. It is stated that «Academic Integrity is a set of
ethical principles and rules defined by the Law of Ukraine «On Education», by this Law
and other laws of Ukraine, which should guide the participants of the educational process
during training, teaching and carrying out scientific (creative) activities in order to ensure
confidence in the learning outcomes and / or scientific (creative) achievements» (7).

It should be mentioned that the establishment of academic integrity principles it is
quite a complicated process that involves not only the definition, fixation, but also the
conscious and free adoption of these principles by all members of the academic
community. The presence of goodwill, enlightenment of enthusiasm, confidence in one’s
rightness among adherents of academic virtue, combined with modern information
technologies allow to accelerate this process in time and expand the circle of ideological
supporters of these principles (Artyukhov & Liuta, 2017, p. 35).

Overcoming academic dishonesty. The experience of the developed countries
shows that in the vast majority of universities, considerable attention is paid to the struggle
against academic dishonesty through the creation, of certain rules and regulations for

students and teachers who have to form the code of honour, a written oath to the lack of
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academic delusion, the Guidelines for the avoidance of plagiarism for students, guide for
teachers to combat student plagiarism.

To overcome the problem, some initiatives were taken in the world. Here we provide
a chronology of the advances in the field.

— 1974 the General Conference of Unesco adopts a recommendation concerning the
social responsibility of the researcher. This recommendation is currently under review.

—1992: the United States publishes a report entitled «Responsible Science: Ensuring
the Integrity of the Research Process» detailing a set of recommendations for responsible
research.

—1999: Inserm was a pioneer in France when it created its Scientific Integrity Office
(DIS) in 1999 (10).

— 2005: the European Charter for researchers was published.

—2007: OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)
publishes report on best research practices.

These various initiatives had had little effect, as did a first report on scientific
integrity written in 2010 by Jean Pierre Alix, secretary of the University of Scientific
Responsibility Movement. That same year 2010, the Singapore Statement on Research
Integrity was published, and in 2011, The European Code of Conduct for Research
Integrity. Finally, in 2015, the CNRS Ethics Committee (Comets) published a National
Charter of ethics for research professions. This charter constitutes a kind of national
variation of the international texts mentioned above (Haton, 2017). On June 29, 2016,
Pierre Corvol submitted to Thierry Mandon, Secretary of State for Higher Education and
Research, a report entitled «Assessment and proposals for the implementation of the
national charter for scientific integrity». The text contains sixteen proposals intended to
raise awareness in the scientific community and to strengthen mechanisms for protecting
scientific integrity. Unlike many other reports, it was quickly taken into account and
greatly contributed to changing the situation in France. Thierry Mandon declared on
December 14, 2016 that scientific integrity was «at the heart of the nation's lasting

commitment to support its researchy and announced several measures.
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Thus, a direct consequence of the Corvol report is the creation of the French Office of
Scientific Integrity (Ofis). On March 20, 2017, the College of the High Council for the
Evaluation of Research and Higher Education (HCERES) voted unanimously to create the
French Office of Scientific Integrity. This new department of HCERES should be
operational in the fall. Its missions are threefold:

Expertise in the field of scientific integrity to support universities and EPSTs in the
implementation of their obligations in this area.

Observation: creation of an observatory to identify cases and account for actions
carried out at French level.

Animation of the national policy on scientific integrity (in particular to avoid a
dispersion between establishments in the treatment of breaches of scientific integrity) and
contribution of our country at the international level (Haton, 2017).

As a result, around twenty French universities have established a referent or a project
manager for scientific integrity. These people had to meet a certain number of criteria:
scientific skills, objectivity, independence, respect for confidentiality. They are to be
appointed by the school head and their identity and contact details are public. Following
the Corvol report, a group of experts produced a vademecum of scientific integrity
referents specifying the concept of scientific integrity and the mission of referents. They
must assume the following missions: vigilance and monitoring; prevention and treatment
of breaches; the promotion of scientific integrity within their establishments; a report to
the head of the establishment on the files processed. The referents are organized into a
national network, and also interact with their European counterparts via the Enrio network
(European Network of Research Integrity Officers). The competition for a position and the
criteria for evaluating researchers throughout their career may explain (without admitting
them) certain breaches of integrity: plagiarism, replication of publications, etc.

Training is essential to prevent these failures. Since May 25, 2016, a national decree
expressly provides that doctoral schools «ensure that each doctoral student receives
training in research ethics and scientific integrity». In practice, only a few universities

currently offer such training, but this must evolve rapidly.
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Scientific integrity is now taken seriously into account in French universities and
public research establishments, as evidenced by the establishment of referents or project
managers and the creation of OFIS.

The situation in France is comparable to that of other countries. Training in scientific
integrity integrated into higher education is essential to further improve the situation. It is
reasonable to hope that the training will help reduce the number of deficiencies found
(Haton, 2017).

An important initiation of the EU countries became the IPPHEAE European Union-
funded project on the «Comparison of policies for academic integrity in higher education
across the European Uniony. Based on the results of this project, which was restricted to
EU countries, a further study could be extended to the 50 States Parties to the European
Cultural Convention. The study would identify and analyse policies and practices used in
different parts of Europe.

The IPPHEAE project (2010-2013) was part-funded by the European Union under
Erasmus, Lifelong Learning Programme, Modernisation of Higher Education, Agreement
510321-LLP-1-2010-1-UK-ERASMUS-EMHE.

In Fig. 1 the participants of the IPPHEAE Project Consortium are represented.

Lead Partner:
Coventry University, United Kingdom
— i L Coventr
Principal Investigator: Irene Glendinning University

email: ireneg@coventry.ac.uk

o Mendel University,
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) ) _ _ Czech Republic
University, Lithuania
_ ) Coordinator: Dr Tomas
Coordinator: Dr Linas Lot
o Foltynek
Stabingis _
o email: foltynek@pef.mendelu.c
email: linas_lzuu@yahoo.com
Z

Technical University of University of Nicosia, UNIVERSITY OF N
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Lodz, Poland Cyprus

Coordinator: Agnieszka Coordinator: Dr Catherine
Michatlowska-Dutkiewicz Demoliou
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Oxford Brookes
University, United Kingdom
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Project Conference Sponsors: Turnitin and 1S4U

Figure 1. IPPHEAE Project Consortium

The project aims were to:

eldentify what was being done to combat plagiarism in HE institutions across
Europe;

e Capture case studies showing examples of good practice;

eEvaluate new interventions for preventing or detecting plagiarism;

eRecommend methods for discouraging plagiarism and for detecting and dealing
with plagiarism cases effectively and consistently;

eHelp to uphold and improve standards and quality in Higher Education institutions
across Europe and beyond.

The research involved working with HEIs in 27 countries across Europe to compare
and evaluate the different approaches to plagiarism and academic misconduct, specifically
focusing on:

e Strategies for countering plagiarism (awareness, prevention, detection);

eAny policies and procedures implemented at institutional and national levels, how
visible and effective they are;

eE-tools in use for detecting plagiarism and how they are deployed.

A mixed method approach was adopted comprising a survey of higher educational
institutions, interviews with national representatives, cases studies disseminating good

practice, development of resources and materials and evaluations of interventions. (5).
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Several universities are already using specific programmes to build competences and
skills for students and are fostering a positive approach towards academic integrity, and
exchanges of best practices could be encouraged.

Another activity under this priority line would be the organisation of a specific
seminar on plagiarism, which could be held in 2016. One possible aim of the seminar
could be to show that different attitudes towards plagiarism coexist in Europe and that
approaches differ from one Member State to another. (1).

The main expected outcomes include the following ones:

ePresentation of the concrete approaches taken by universities to address the
challenge;

eDrafting of guidelines together with measurement indexes;

ePromotion of capacity building in higher education institutions to evaluate
plagiarism.

e¢The main target group for this priority action would be academic staff, researchers
and students. (1).

Conclusions. It is extremely important to understand the potential internal and
external factors that cause academic dishonesty, especially moral, cultural, institutional
and educational issues. Studying and understanding the nature of their background will
enable them to develop and implement an effective academic integrity policy, both
nationally and locally. It is important to understand that every participant in the
educational process — student, teacher, scholar — must be adhering to the standards of
academic integrity. The main objective of the further work is to create a culture for
communities, which believe that honesty and integrity are fundamental values that define

how we teach and learn.
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€8PONENICLKO20 MUNY HA OCHO8I NPUHYUNIE AKAOEMIYHOI 006pouecHoCmi AK CKIAOHUKA
axocmi euwoi oceimu. Poszenanymo ocnosemi yHigepcanbui HOpMU, SKI MAOmv yeiumu 6
NOBCAKOEHHe dcumms YHigepcumemy ma 3abe3nedumu ni08UUeHHs AKOCMi HABYATbHO20
ma Haykogoz2o npoyecy. Buceimneno OCHO8HI nposaeu aKa0emiuHoi HeYyecHOCMI.
Poszensnymo ooceio €C ma @panyii, 30Kkpema, wo0o 6npoBAOI’CEHH NPUHYUNIE
aKkaodemiyHoi 0obpoyecHocmi 'y dcumms ma OisIbHICMb CMYyOeHmie ma 6UKIadayis.
3asHaueno ocHoBHI Memoou NOOOAHHA AKAOEeMIYHOI HeueCHOCMI ) PO36UHEHUX KPAIHAX.
lliokpecneno OompumanHus NPUHYUNIE aAKAOEMIYHOI 000pOUecHOCMI SK KOMNOHEHMA
aKkocmi  euwjoi  oceimu. Biosnaueno cyuacHuti cmaH NPUHYUNIE  BNPOBAONCEHHS
aKaoemiuHoi 00b6pouecHOCmi 8 YKPAIHCLbKIU YHIGepcumemcovkiu oceimi. YV cmammi
NPOAHANI308AHO NOHAMMA MA NPUHYUNU AKAOeMiuHoi 0obpoyechocmi. Busaeneno munu
akademiunoi HewecHocmi. 3a3HaueHo, Wo aKademiuna 00OpPOUeCHICMb GU3HAYAEMbCS K
CYKYNHICMb emuyHux npunyunie ma npaeuin y 3axoui Yxpainu «Illpo oceimy». Poskpumo
iHIyiamueu, 3anposeaoddceHHi y ceimi 0151 NOOOAAHHA npobaemu. Y pobomi nodano
Xporonoeito npoepecy 6 yiti eanysi. Ilpoexm, skuii gpinancyemocs €sponeticokum Corozom
«llopisHsannsa noaimuxu wooo axademiunoi 00bpoyecHoCcmi y Uil OC8IMI NO 8CLOMY
E€sponeticokomy Coro3y», poskpumo y cmammi 5K 8adxcausy iniyiamugy kpain €C wooo
BNPOBAOIICEHHS NPUHYUNIE aKademiuHoi dobpouecHocmi Ha ix mepumopii. Buznaueno
Memy, VYACHUKIE ma YLIbogy 2pyny ybo20 npoexkmy. Haconoweno, wo ecmanognenus
NPUHYUNIE AKAOeMiuHOI 000poUecHOCmI € 00CUMb CKIAOHUM NPOYeCcoM, IKUll nepedbadae
He auule 8UsHaYeHHs, Qikcayiio, a i ceidome ma GiibHe NPULHAMM YUX NPUHYUNIE YCIMa
ynenamu akademiynoi cninonomu. Hasenicms 000poi 607, NpoceimieHHs eHmysiazmy,
8NeGHEHOCMI ) CBOIll Npagomi ceped NPUXUNbHUKIE AKAOeMIYHOI YeCHOMU 68 NOEOHAHHI 3
CYUacHUMU THOHOPMAYIUHUMU MEXHONO2IAMU 3A3HAYAIOMbCA K HaKmopu npuckopeHHs
Yb020 npoyecy i po3uwupenrHs Koaa i0eolo2iUHUX NPUXUIbHUKI6 NPUHYUNIE AKAOeMIYHOI
0obpouecHocmi.

Knwuogi cnosa: akademiuna 00o6pouecHicmsp, aKademiuHa HeyecHicmyv;, axKademiyHe
waxpaticmeo, niaaziam, cmyoeHmu, SAKICMb 6UULOT OCBIMU.
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B cmamve paccmampusaiomes 0cHo8Hble npobiembl, cmosiyue neped CmyOeHYecKUM
Cco00WecmeomM U NpenodasamelbCkuM COCMAs8oOM Npu NOCMPOEHUU YHUsepcumemda 8
€BPONelickoM cmuie, OCHOBAHHO20 HA NPUHYUNAX AKAOEMUYECKOU YeCMHOCU KAaK
KOMNOHEHmMA Kawecmea 6vicuieco o0bpazosanusi. B pabome paccmompenvt ochosHvie
VHUBEPCAIbHbIE ~ HOPMbl,  KOMOpble  OO0JICHbL  GOUMU 8  NOBCEOHEBHYI0  HCU3HD
YVHU8epcumema u obecnedums NoGvlUleHUe Kauecmeda 00pa308amenbHO20 U HAYYHO2O0
npoyecca,  6vl0eleHbl  OCHOBHble  NPOSAGIEHUS  AKAOeMUYeCKOU  HeueCmHOCMU,
paccmampusaemca onoim EC u @panyuu, 6 uacmumocmu, 8 peanuzayuu HPUHYUNOS
aKademuyecKkol 4eCmHoCmu 8 HCU3HU U 0essimelbHOCMU CIMYO0eHmMOo8 U npenoodasameliell.
H3znoocenvt noumamue, NPUHYUNBGL AKAOEMUYECKOU YENOCMHOCMU, a4 MAaKdice munsl
axkademuyeckol Hewecmuocmu. Paccmompenvl unuyuamugol, npeonpunsamole 8 mupe 0
npeodonenusi npobremvl. B cmamve npedcmasiena XpoHonio2usi OOCMUNCEHUN 8 MOl
oonacmu. Dunancupyemsiii Eeponetickum Corwszom npoexm «CpagHeHue nOIUMUKU
akaodemuyecKkol YeCmHocmu 6 gvlcuiem obpazosanuu 8 Esponelickom corse» paccmompen
8 cmambe Kaxk easxcHas unuyuamuea cmpan EC 6 peanuzayuu npunyunos akademuyeckou
YyeCmHOCmU.

Knrouesvie cnoea: axademuueckasi yecmHOCMb, aAKAOEMUYECKAs HEYeCMHOCMb,
akademuyeckoe MOUIEHHUYECMBO;, KAYeCmeo 6blcuieco  00pa3oeanus;  niasuam,
CMYyOeHnbl.
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